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Preface


The Greater New Orleans Community Substance Use Health Profile is intended to provide a data resource for persons, private agencies and government entities engaged in addressing substance use problems. The Profile has not been compiled into a single document. It resides on the Internet as a system of Web pages and documents. (http://arc-associates.net/gno-profile) The 
Profile is developed for the Greater New Orleans Drug Demand Reduction Coalition under the direction of the Coalition’s Data Committee. Development of the Profile has been financially supported by the Metropolitan Human Services District.

Organization of Profile

The Profile takes the task of assembling, organizing and providing basic analyses of available data. The analyses are typically descriptive in nature, demonstrating appropriate interpretation of data given methodological considerations, rather than developing a particular argument or addressing a specific policy issue. An attempt has been made to construct sentences and paragraphs that can be quoted without misinterpretation or loss of context, at the risk of being boring.

The Profile is focused on providing data in cells of well documented tables rather than on presenting or interpreting the data in charts and graphs. However, future development of the Profile and/or supplemental documents may include appropriate graphics. The importance of graphic presentation of data to policy makers and the public cannot be under estimated. 

The Profile is organized according to a broad logic model with three components that are especially relevant for prevention policy and program development because they represent points for potential intervention: 

· Risk and Protective Factors, 
· Substance Use Behavior, and 
· Consequences.  

Within these components, the Profile is organized as independent chapters, typically addressing a specific content area, population and/or data source. The intention is that each chapter can be updated, and new chapters added, as data become available, and that individuals with expertise in particular areas can take responsibility as writers or editors of one or more chapters in the future. The Profile also provides a brief chapter on the population and geographical context of Greater New Orleans as well as Appendix A which includes more detailed documentation on selected data sources. 

In addition, the Profile includes Summary Reports that focus on a particular population or on a data source that covers more than one component of the logic model. For instance, summary reports are available for the Caring Communities Youth Survey (adolescents) and the Core Institute Survey (college students), both of which address all three components of the logic model.
 
How Can The Profile Be Used?

· Measuring target outcomes of the Greater New Orleans Drug Demand Reduction Coalition;
· Conducting policy analyses and writing positions papers;
· Including substance abuse data in general health profiles and other documents of the New Orleans Health Department;
· Writing grant applications, including demonstrating the data infrastructure for documenting project outcomes;
· Identifying gaps in available data and weaknesses in our data infrastructure, thus supporting remedial action.

Future Development
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Community And Neighborhood Data – New Orleans has organized much of its data resources to provide information for communities and neighborhoods. Some data concerning consequences, such as alcohol and drug-related hospital admissions, are available at the neighborhood level. Other neighborhood-level data, such as on poverty, housing characteristics and criminal offenses, represent community-level risk and protective factors. 

Mental Health and Violence Data – Surveys, including the Caring Communities Youth Survey, the Core Institute Survey and the National Survey of Drug Use and Health, address mental health and violence as well as substance use problems. Coverage of this data has been limited in the Profile, principally due to time constraints. Since these are the chief population surveys used in the Profile, it would be efficient to expand the content of the Profile slightly to include mental health and violence information, especially when directly related or co-occurring with alcohol or other drug use.
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