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(U) Scope: The purpose of this abstract is to identify current and emerging drug trends within the Baton Rouge metropolitan area. The Baton Rouge, LA metropolitan statistical area includes approximately 854,000 residents[endnoteRef:1] and is comprised of ten parishes: Ascension, Assumption, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Coupee, St. Helena, West Baton Rouge, and West Feliciana. [endnoteRef:2] The report intends to deliver accurate and timely strategic intelligence to assist law enforcement agencies in the development of drug enforcement strategies, as well as drug treatment and prevention organizations in the development of drug prevention and mitigation strategies. [1:  July 1, 2019 Population Estimate: “Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas Population Totals and Components of Change: 2010-2019.” United States Census Bureau, 26 March 2020. https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/popest/2010s-total-metro-and-micro-statistical-areas.html.]  [2:  “Revised Delineations of Metropolitan Statistical Areas, Micropolitan Statistical Areas, and Combined Statistical Areas, and Guidance on Uses of the Delineations of These Areas.” Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget, 6 March 2020, https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/metro-micro/about/omb-bulletins.html.] 


(U) Drug Threats: Below are seven major drug categories ranked by greatest threat. The data is based on the responses to the 2021 GC HIDTA Law Enforcement Survey and 2021 GC HIDTA Treatment and Prevention Survey. Data referenced in this product is from CY2019.

(U) #1 Heroin
a) 38% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents ranked heroin as the greatest drug threat in Baton Rouge. It was also ranked as the drug most related to violent crime, property crime, and law enforcement resources used. 
b) Availability: 69% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents indicated availability increased during 2019 and 69% reported high availability. 69% of respondents to the Law Enforcement Survey ranked the demand as increasing during 2019.
c) Abuse: 67% of respondents to the Treatment and Prevention Survey reported a high level of use in their area and 60% reported an inpatient admission increase. The Louisiana Department of Health reported 46 heroin-involved deaths across Louisiana for the first quarter of 2019, 5 which occurred in East Baton Rouge Parish. Comparatively, there were 178 deaths in 2018, 13 in Ascension Parish, 12 in East Baton Rouge Parish, and 8 in Livingston Parish.[endnoteRef:3] [3:  “Louisiana Opioid Data and Surveillance System.” Louisiana Department of Health, 1 November 2019, https://lodss.ldh.la.gov/. (Accessed May 21, 2020). Second, third, and fourth quarter 2019 statistics were unavailable as of May 2020.] 

d) Production: Heroin is trafficked from the Southwest Border to the Houston area, where it is transported into and through Southeastern Louisiana.
e) Transportation: The majority of Law Enforcement Survey respondents indicated that Black American criminal groups are primarily responsible for the transportation, wholesale distribution, and retail distribution of heroin. Mexican criminal groups closely followed in the transportation and wholesale distribution of heroin. 
(U) #2 Methamphetamine
a) Methamphetamine was ranked as the greatest drug threat by 31% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents. It is the second greatest contributor to violent crime and property crime according to respondents. 
b) Availability: 63% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents indicated methamphetamine availability increased in 2019 and 94% report a high availability of methamphetamine.
c) Abuse: 100% of respondents to the Treatment and Prevention Survey reported a high level of use in their area. 
d) Production: Powder and Ice methamphetamine is transported into the area from the Southwest Border via the highway system. 
e) Transportation: Black American and Caucasian American criminal groups are most responsible for the transportation of methamphetamine, while Black American criminal groups dominate the wholesale and retail distribution, followed by Caucasian American criminal groups. Methamphetamine in solution continues to be a method of transporting methamphetamine into the state and the majority (43%) of respondents indicated this remained the same in 2019. 
(U) #3 Fentanyl and other Opioids 
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]25% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents ranked fentanyl and other opioids as the greatest drug threat. This drug category was reported to be the third greatest contributor to violent crime and property crime and the second greatest use of law enforcement resources. 
b) Availability: 56% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents reported an increase in availability in 2019. 38% reported high availability of fentanyl and other opioids and 58% reported moderate availability. 
c) Abuse: 50% of respondents to the Treatment and Prevention Survey indicated a high level of fentanyl and other opioid use in their area. The Louisiana Department of Health reported 58 synthetic opioid-involved deaths in Louisiana for the first quarter of 2019, including in 12 in East Baton Rouge Parish. Comparatively, there were 215 deaths in 2018 with 16 in East Baton Rouge Parish and 12 in Ascension Parish.
d) Production: There were no reported clandestine fentanyl laboratories in 2019.
e) Transportation: The majority of Law Enforcement Survey respondents indicated that Black American criminal groups are primarily responsible for the transportation, wholesale distribution, and retail distribution of fentanyl and other opioids. Caucasian American criminal groups follow in all categories. 
(U) #4 Marijuana 
a) Availability: 88% of Law Enforcement Survey respondents indicated high level of availability and 75% reported the same availability as the previous year. Domestically-produced and high-grade hydroponic marijuana are the most commonly encountered forms in the area.
b) Abuse: Marijuana is the most commonly abused drug in Baton Rouge. 100% of Treatment and Prevention Survey respondents reported high level of marijuana abuse. 80% of respondents reported an increase in inpatient admissions in 2019. 
c) Production: Louisiana’s temperate climate enables marijuana cultivators to illegally grow their own plants during most of the year. Most locally grown marijuana is intended for in-state consumption.
d) Transportation: Law Enforcement Survey data indicated that California and Texas are responsible for the majority of high-grade or medical marijuana found in Baton Rouge. Statistics from highway interdictions confirm that marijuana is the most commonly seized illicit drug in Louisiana. Black American criminal groups dominate the transportation, wholesale distribution, and retail distribution of marijuana. 
(U) #5 Cocaine
a) Availability: The majority (88%) of Law Enforcement Survey Respondents reported cocaine availability remained the same in 2019. The majority (50%) reported moderate availability. 
b) Abuse: 50% of Treatment and Prevention Survey respondents reported high level of cocaine abuse.
c) Production: Cocaine is most commonly produced in Colombia and trafficked by Mexico-based DTOs through the Southwest Border.   
d) Transportation: Black American criminal groups dominate the transportation, wholesale distribution, and retail distribution of cocaine.
(U) #5 Controlled Prescription Drugs (CPDs)
a) Availability: The majority (81%) of Law Enforcement Survey Respondents reported CPDs availability remained the same in 2019. The majority (75%) indicated moderate availability. 
b) Abuse: Oxycodone and Hydrocodone are the most diverted drugs according to Law Enforcement, followed by Alprazolam and Fentanyl. 40% of Treatment and Prevention Survey respondents reported high level of CPDs abuse and another 40% reported a moderate level of abuse.
c) Production: CPDs are commonly obtained via the internet, doctor shopping, and fraudulent prescriptions.  
d) Transportation: Caucasian American criminal groups, followed by Black American criminal groups, are responsible for the transportation, wholesale distribution, and retail distribution of CPDs. 
(U) #5 New Psychoactive Substances (NPSs)
a) Availability: The majority (44%) of Law Enforcement Survey Respondents report NPSs availability remained the same in 2019. The majority (38%) reported moderate availability. 
b) Abuse: 50% of Treatment and Prevention Survey respondents reported high level of NPS abuse.
e) Transportation: Caucasian American criminal groups are primarily responsible for the transportation, wholesale distribution, and retail distribution of CPDs. 
(U) Significant Issues and Trends: Law Enforcement Survey respondents indicate the main source city for drugs is Houston, followed by New Orleans. Bulk cash movement is the most common money laundering method. Mexico-based DTOs transport cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine, and heroin into and through Baton Rouge usually via the highway system, particularly I-10. Black American criminal groups primarily control the distribution of these drugs in the area. Outlaw motorcycle gangs, including the Bandidos, have a presence in Baton Rouge and an involvement in methamphetamine distribution.
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