

Greater New Orleans Community Substance Use Health Profile
Consequences of Substance Use – Public Safety and Enforcement

Drinking Driving and Drug Selling Among High School Students

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS) includes many questions about behaviors and experiences known to be closely associated with substance use, such as those concerning emotional problems, poor academic performance and violence. However, in general, the CCYS presents these items independently and does not ask the student to attribute them to, or associate them with, substance use. However some behaviors and experiences by their nature are direct consequences of substance use. Consequences relating to public safety and enforcement include driving under the influence and selling of illegal drugs.

The CCYS is conducted statewide in November of even numbered calendar years for grades 6, 8, 10 and 12. Statistics are presented for the 8th grade and the 10th grade. Eighth grade students are typically 13 years old and substance use and other behaviors by 8th graders represent early initiation. The fall semester of the 10th grade represents a mid-point for the adolescent ages 12-to-17 while high school drop-out is a relatively small factor for 10th graders. Thus 10th graders can approximately represent 12-to-17 year-olds as a whole for many indicators.  Similarly, the 8th grade can represent the later years of middle school while the 10th grade represents the early years of high school.

Interpretation of CCYS statistics at the parish level is often difficult due to low completion rates, especially in Orleans Parish.[footnoteRef:1] Given these low completion rates, the strategy for interpretation used here is, first, to observe statewide levels and trends, then whether the levels and trends appear similar for the Greater New Orleans parishes. Finally, greater weight is given to Jefferson Parish because its completion rates are 2 to 5 times greater than Orleans’ while its adolescent population (ages 12-17) is 30 percent greater than Orleans’ and 15 times greater than Plaquemines’. Estimates provided for Greater New Orleans are approximations useful for planning purposes, but not adequate for tracking change and are prefaced with the qualifier, “about.” [1:  The CCYS uses a census survey method, attempting to survey all enrolled students. Completion rate, as reporting in CCYS state and parish profiles, is the percent of enrolled students who complete a valid CCYS survey. This rate is affected by lack of school participation, student absences and inability to schedule all students to take the survey. See Appendix A for further information including grade and parish-specific completion rates by survey year.] 


Legal Consequences

Tenth grade students generally attain their 15th birthday during the school year. It is therefore remarkable that, statewide, 5 percent of 10th grade students indicated that in the past 30 days they drove a vehicle when they had been drinking alcohol, based on the 2013 CCYS survey. Among 12th grade students, 12 percent had driven after drinking. These rates have declined since 2008.

In Greater New Orleans, about 4 percent of 10th graders indicated that in the past 30 days they drove a vehicle when they had been drinking alcohol. Among 12th grade students, about 8 percent had driven after drinking. These rates have declined since 2008. The rates in Greater New Orleans are lower than statewide rates as would be expected given the density of the population and availability of public transportation.

Riding in a car with a driver, whether a peer or an adult, who has been drinking puts the student at risk as well as promoting a harmful social norm. Statewide, 29 percent of 8th grade students rode in a car with a drinking driver in the past 30 days, based on the 2012 CCYS survey. Among 12th grade students, 28 percent[footnoteRef:2] rode in a car with a drinking driver in the past 30 days. These rates have declined since 2008. [2:  In some cases, statistics for the 12th grade will be lower than those for the 10th grade because many 16 and 17 year-olds are not enrolled in school, are absent from school, or have cut the class in which the CCYS survey was administered. Studies have shown that these students are more likely to use substances and experience negative consequences. Unlike the national Monitoring The Future survey, the CCYS does not statistically adjust 12th grade data to account for drop-out and absences of high school seniors. ] 


In Greater New Orleans, about 24 percent of 8th grade students rode in a car with a drinking driver in the past 30 days. Among 12th grade students, about 23 percent rode in a car with a drinking driver in the past 30 days. These rates have declined since 2008.

	Percentage of 10th and 12th Grade Students Involved in 
Drinking Driving, Selling Drugs or Contemplating Suicide  by Parish, 
Caring Communities Youth Survey, 2008, 2010 and 2012

	Activity
	Parish
	10th Grade
	12th Grade

	
	
	2008
	2010
	2012
	2008
	2010
	2012

	Drinking and Driving 
(past 30 days)
	Orleans
	4.6#
	2.2#
	3.7#
	15.9#
	3.2#
	7.2#

	
	Jefferson
	6.0*
	4.7*
	3.7*
	14.8*
	11.6*
	8.4*

	
	Plaquemines
	6.2
	7.4*
	1.9
	29.6
	19.6*
	12.8

	
	St. Bernard
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	
	Statewide
	6.7
	6.1*
	4.6
	17.2*
	15.3*
	11.8*

	Riding with a Drinking Driver 
(past 30 days)
	Orleans
	31.2#
	24.7#
	25.6#
	31.2#
	24.7#
	25.6#

	
	Jefferson
	33.9*
	26.7*
	23.9*
	29.1*
	26.1*
	22.3*

	
	Plaquemines
	37.5
	37.2*
	31.6
	46.7
	37.0*
	30.5

	
	St. Bernard
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	
	Statewide
	34.1
	33.0*
	29.3
	32.3*
	29.9*
	28.1*

	Sold Illegal Drugs 
(past year)
	Orleans
	na
	6.1#
	5.1#
	na
	1.6#
	6.0#

	
	Jefferson
	na
	5.4*
	5.8*
	na
	8.0*
	4.9*

	
	Plaquemines
	na
	5.7*
	6.3
	na
	7.6*
	7.1

	
	St. Bernard
	na
	--
	--
	na
	--
	--

	
	Statewide
	na
	5.6*
	5.0
	na
	6.6*
	6.1*

	Caution: Figures based on less than a 30% completion rate cannot be considered representative; figures based on completion between 30% and 50% should be interpreted with caution. The completion rate is defined as the percent of enrolled students who complete a valid survey.
#  Completion rate is less than 30%;     * Completion rate is less than 50%, but 30% or greater.
No statistics are available for St. Bernard Parish.
na – This question was not asked for this year.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (7/5/2013).




Many students who use illegal drugs also sell them to other, often younger, students. Even just procuring drugs for close friends puts the student in jeopardy of felony prosecution. Statewide, 5 percent of 10th grade students have sold illegal drugs in the past year, based on the 2012 CCYS survey. Among 12th grade students, 6 percent have sold illegal drugs in the past year.

In Greater New Orleans, about 6 percent of 10th grade students have sold illegal drugs in the past year. Among 12th grade students, a similar proportion (about 6%) has sold illegal drugs in the past year.


Contact for Further Information

http://picardcenter.org/ResearchAreas/QualityOfLife/CCYS/Pages/CCYS_default.aspx
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