Greater New Orleans Community Substance Use Health Profile
Consequences of Substance Use – Educational Consequences


Intoxication in School among 8th and 10th Grade Students


The CCYS includes many questions about behaviors and experiences known to be closely associated with substance use, such as those concerning emotional problems, poor academic performance and violence. However, in general, the CCYS presents these items independently and does not ask the student to attribute them to, or associate them with, substance use. However some behaviors and experiences by their nature are direct consequences of substance use. Consequences relating to education include being drunk or high while at school.

The CCYS is conducted statewide in November of even numbered calendar years for grades 6, 8, 10 and 12. Statistics are presented for the 8th grade and the 10th grade. Eighth grade students are typically 13 years old and substance use and other behaviors by 8th graders represent early initiation. The fall semester of the 10th grade represents a mid-point for the adolescent ages 12-to-17 while high school drop-out is a relatively small factor for 10th graders. Thus 10th graders can approximately represent 12-to-17 year-olds as a whole for many indicators.  Similarly, the 8th grade can represent the later years of middle school while the 10th grade represents the early years of high school.

Interpretation of CCYS statistics at the parish level is often difficult due to low completion rates, especially in Orleans Parish.[footnoteRef:1] Given these low completion rates, the strategy for interpretation used here is, first, to observe statewide levels and trends, then whether the levels and trends appear similar for the Greater New Orleans parishes. Finally, greater weight is given to Jefferson Parish because its completion rates are 2 to 5 times greater than Orleans’ while its adolescent population (ages 12-17) is 30 percent greater than Orleans’ and 15 times greater than Plaquemines’. Estimates provided for Greater New Orleans are approximations useful for planning purposes, but not adequate for tracking change and are prefaced with the qualifier, “about.” [1:  The CCYS uses a census survey method, attempting to survey all enrolled students. Completion rate, as reporting in CCYS state and parish profiles, is the percent of enrolled students who complete a valid CCYS survey. This rate is affected by lack of school participation, student absences and inability to schedule all students to take the survey. See Appendix A for further information including grade and parish-specific completion rates by survey year.] 


Educational Consequences

Intoxication during school is inconsistent with learning objectives and also poses a safety risk. Statewide, 8 percent of 8th grade students have been drunk or high at school during the past year, based on the 2012 CCYS survey. Among 10th grade students, 13 percent have been drunk or high at school in the past year. These rates do not appear to have changes since 2008.

In Greater New Orleans, about 9 percent of 8th grade students have been drunk or high at school during the past year. Among 10th grade students, about 13 percent have been drunk or high at school in the past year.
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	Percentage of 8th and 10th Grade Students Who 
Reported Being Drunk or High at School in the Past 12 Months, 
Caring Communities Youth Survey, 2008, 2010 and 2012

	Activity
	Parish
	8th Grade
	10th Grade

	
	
	2008
	2010
	2012
	2008
	2010
	2012

	Drunk or high at school in past 12 months
	Orleans
	6.3#
	6.2#
	6.9#
	8.9#
	12.1#
	11.2#

	
	Jefferson
	8.7
	10.6
	9.6
	11.4*
	15.5*
	12.8*

	
	Plaquemines
	6.7
	5.3*
	8.0
	16.8
	15.8*
	12.3

	
	St. Bernard
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--
	--

	
	Statewide
	8.6
	8.7
	7.5
	12.8
	13.0*
	12.9

	Caution: Figures based on less than a 30% completion rate cannot be considered representative; figures based on completion between 30% and 50% should be interpreted with caution. The completion rate is defined as the percent of enrolled students who complete a valid survey.
#  Completion rate is less than 30%;     * Completion rate is less than 50%, but 30% or greater.
No statistics are available for St. Bernard Parish.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (7/5/2013).





Contact for Further Information

http://picardcenter.org/ResearchAreas/QualityOfLife/CCYS/Pages/CCYS_default.aspx
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