Greater New Orleans Community Substance Use Health Profile
Consequences of Substance Use – Educational Consequences



Educational Consequences among College Students


The Core Institute Alcohol and Drug Survey[footnoteRef:1] addresses some educational consequences, asking explicitly whether they are attributable to alcohol or drug use. Two survey items cover: class attendance and academic performance. [1:  The Alcohol and Drug Survey was developed by the Core Institute at the Southern Illinois University Carbondale Student Health Center. The survey can be administered as a paper and pencil questionnaire or as an online Web-based survey. The Core Institute provides a standard statistical report to participating institutions and publishes statistical reports based on its national sample. (http://core.siu.edu) Results of the 2013 Core Institute Alcohol and Drug Use Survey are available on the LaCASU Web site (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/). Selected indicators have also been entered into the Louisiana Social Indicators data base (http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators/) which includes regional results from 2009, 2011 and 2013. Further description of the survey and methodology relevant to Greater New Orleans is available at: http://arc-associates.net/gno-profile.] 


The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals Office of Behavioral Health provides funding supporting the biennial administration of the Core Institute Survey. The Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use (LaCASU) of Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge coordinates survey administration conducted by institutions of higher education (IHEs) throughout the state. Greater New Orleans institutions of higher education (IHEs) participating in the 2013 survey included: Tulane University; Southern University of New Orleans; Loyola University of New Orleans; Dillard University; Delgado Community College; and University of New Orleans.

One-third of Greater New Orleans college students (34%) missed one or more classes due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were more likely to miss class due to substance use than students statewide (28%) or in the 2011 national sample (27%).   
	Table 3:  Percentage of College Students Experiencing Educational Consequences Due to Their Drinking or Drug Use During the 
Past Year in Greater New Orleans and Statewide,
 Core Institute Survey, 2009, 2011 and 2013.

	Educational Consequences 
	Greater New Orleans
	Statewide
	National

	
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2011

	sample size=
	na
	1,646
	na
	12,972
	9,763
	7,740
	50,505

	Missed a Class
	34.5
	38.9
	34.1
	27.2
	27.0
	27.7
	26.6

	Did poorly on a test or important project
	22.3
	25.9
	25.2
	20.1
	19.9
	20.5
	19.8

	“na” means data is not yet available in published reports.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (12/31/2013) as well as regional reports (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ ) and national reports (http://core.siu.edu/results/index.html ).



One-quarter of Greater New Orleans college students (25%) did poorly on a test or important project due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were more likely to perform poorly due to substance use than students statewide (21%) or in the 2011 national sample (20%).   

Contact for Further Information

http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/
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