Greater New Orleans Community Substance Use Health Profile
Appendix A: Data Sources Documentation

Core Institute Alcohol and Drug Survey (of College Students)

Survey Description

The Core Institute at the Southern Illinois University Carbondale Student Health Center began as a federally funded service but now operates on a cost recovery basis. The surveys developed by the Core Institute quantify and document the attitudes, perceptions, and opinions of college students, faculty and administrators regarding alcohol and drugs. The surveys also measure students’ alcohol and other drug use behaviors and consequences of use. The Institute has the largest database on alcohol and other drug use at post-secondary educational institutions. The principal survey offered by the Core Institute is the Core Alcohol and Drug Survey which is available in the Short Form (2 pages) and Long Form (4 pages). These can be administered as paper and pencil questionnaires or as online Web-based surveys. The Core Institute provides a standard statistical report to participating institutions and publishes statistical reports based on its national sample. (http://core.siu.edu)

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals Office of Behavioral Health provides funding supporting the biennial administration of the Core Institute Survey. The Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use (LaCASU) of Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge coordinates survey administration conducted by institutions of higher education (IHEs) throughout the state. The most recent survey was completed in March 2013. The Core Institute provides each participating institution of higher education (IHE) with a standard report enabling the school to assess its student population and campus environment. This information can be used to develop preventive policy and programming, and to monitor change. This is consistent with the risk and protective framework used in other prevention service settings. Greater New Orleans institutions of higher education (IHEs) participating in the 2013 survey included: Tulane University; Southern University of New Orleans; Loyola University of New Orleans; Dillard University; Delgado Community College; and University of New Orleans.

Results of the 2013 Core Institute Alcohol and Drug Use Survey are available on the LaCASU Web site (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/). Selected indicators have also been entered into the Louisiana Social Indicators data base (http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators/) which includes regional results from 2009, 2011 and 2013. For 2013, Louisiana statewide and regional reports are based on the Short Form (2-page) version of the Core Institute Survey. The Short Form does not include most of risk and protective factor content and some of the consequences content available in the Long Form. Responses to Long Form items were available at the state and regional levels for 2011, but are not available for the 2013. 

Presentation of Core Institute Survey findings by staff of the Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use (LaCASU) have noted potential limitations including: levels of school participation and turnover; general social desirability response bias especially when asking about stigmatized or illegal behaviors; low response rates to Web-based surveys; and oversampling female students.

	Table 1: Number of Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) and Students Participating in the Core 
Institute Survey by Year of Administration

	Type of Institution
	Spring 2009
	Spring 2011
	Spring 2013

	Four-Year Universities 
	19
	21
	17

	Two-Year Universities 
	7
	6
	4

	Technical Colleges 
	7
	8
	1

	Total IHEs
	33
	35
	22

	Total Students
	12,972
	9,763
	7,740

	Data Source: B. Blackmon et al. “The College Party? Drinking and Drug Use Trends among College Students in Louisiana” presented July 30, 2013. http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ .


Participation by Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs)

The number of institutions of higher education (IHEs) administering the Core Institute Survey was consistent from 2009 to 2011, but dropped one-third from 2011 to 2013, from 35 to 22 schools. The drop-off was especially great among the technical colleges (from 8 to 1) while participation among four-year colleges dropped 19 percent (21 to 17). Essentially, the technical colleges are not represented in the statewide statistics for 2013.

Characteristics of Sample
	Table 2: Percentage Distribution of Demographic Characteristics of Students Responding to the 
Core Institute Survey for 2013 Greater New Orleans, 2013 Statewide and 2011 National Samples 

	Sample Demographics
	Greater New Orleans
(2013)
	State-wide
(2013)
	National
Sample
(2011)

	Sample N=
	na
	7,740
	50,505

	Freshman
	na
	27.6
	28.5

	Sophomore
	na
	24.1
	24.3

	Junior
	na
	23.7
	21.5

	Senior
	na
	22.8
	20.1

	Graduate student
	na
	0.5
	4.5

	Other 
	na
	1.3
	1.1

	Age 18-22
	na
	75.2
	83.1

	Female
	na
	66.9
	61.6

	Living off campus
	na
	70.3
	45.1

	Working part or full-time
	na
	58.4
	50.6

	Full-time students.
	na
	90.6
	94.5

	“na” means not available in published report at this time.
Data Source: Standard Core statistical reports at http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu and http://core.siu.edu 



The issue of low response rates for the Web-based version of the survey is reflected in the protocol which suggests obtaining a sample of students’ email addresses three times greater than the number of survey responses required. The alternative paper and pencil administration requires selecting classes to obtain a representative sample of all students, which may be challenging. 

Both the statewide sample and the 2011 national sample consist almost entirely of students at the freshman through senior years, with very few graduate or non-matriculated students. Juniors and seniors are well represented. 

Louisiana students are substantially more likely to live off campus and slightly more likely to be working than students in the 2011 national sample. The standard report does not indicate the proportion of students who live at home; these students would be included in “off campus.” Almost all (91%) Louisiana college students who responded to the survey are full-time students; however, students in the 2011 national sample were slightly more likely to be full-time  (95%).

In Louisiana, two-thirds of the students responding to the 2013 survey are female. While individual IHEs presumably know the demographics of their student bodies, this information is not available for aggregation at the state or regional levels. It is unlikely that two-thirds of college students in Louisiana are women. Statistics provided in the standard report demonstrate that women generally are less likely to engage in substance use and related behaviors, especially in regard to marijuana use and binge drinking. Therefore, to the extent that males are underrepresented in the sample, there is a self-selection bias based on gender which may result in under estimation of substance use and other indicators. Thus estimates from the Core Institute Survey are likely to be “conservative.”

Social desirability bias is usually defined in terms of how a subject responds to questions, i.e., students may under report the extent of, or simply not admit, stigmatized or illegal behaviors, attitudes or facts. This may include simply skipping questions that the respondent is not comfortable answering. 

However, social desirability factors may also create self-selection sampling bias to the extent that students more involved in drugs are less likely to participate in the survey. Self-selection biases due to gender and due to social desirability are likely to be partially correlated, but may still combine to significantly suppress survey estimates of stigmatized and illegal behaviors.

Suggestions 

The Core Institute Survey methodology is designed principally to provide valuable information to individual institutions. A reasonable assumption is that the college or university has the capacity to administer the survey and analyze the results beyond the standard report (if necessary). The individual institution can make decisions about how to analyze the data and measure change based on its detailed knowledge of its student body and how their survey was conducted. They can explore potential biases in their survey and make adjustments if necessary. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]When data is aggregated across institutions to represent all students in a geographical area, sampling issues become more complex. Schools may vary substantially on important indicators measured in the Survey. Assuming each institution achieves a simple representative sample of its student population, institutions will still differ in student population size and in the proportion of their population sampled. Therefore, for purposes of aggregating responses across institutions, it would be reasonable to weight survey responses based on these factors. Further, statistical adjustments can often be made to remediate well documented sources of bias, such as differences in response rate by gender. Increasing the accuracy of indicator estimates is important for measuring change. Measuring change over time may also require statistical adjustments to construct equivalent samples for the different time points.


Contact for Further Information

http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/
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