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Summary 

Overall, completion rates in New Orleans did not improve in 2014 compared to 2012. Only 15 percent of New Orleans students enrolled in the 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grades completed a Caring Communities Youth Survey (CYS) in 2014. 

The 8th grade competition rate dropped from 19 percent in 2012 to 13 percent in 2014.

However, the 10th grade completion rate increased from 13 percent in 2012 to 22 percent in 2014.

Due to the low completion rates, statistics provided in the Orleans Parish report cannot be accepted at face value. For purposes of the Drug Free Communities project, use of the CCYS depends on which schools participated in the survey and how many students from the targeted communities completed the survey.

Background

The Louisiana Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS) is conducted biennially in the fall of the school year for 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grades. The survey is sponsored by the Office of Behavioral Health with funding allocated from the federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant. State and local human services authorities’ prevention staff recruit public schools (including charter schools) to participate in the survey. All public schools are invited to participate. Private schools (including parochial schools) may participate by local invitation. Each participating school can receive its statistical report at no charge.

Reports are provided to school districts and charter schools in May, about five month post administration, in order to support prevention planning for the next school year. Reports are also produced at the parish, region and state levels. Parish reports include survey “completion rates” by grade level (Table 1).

The completion rate is computed by dividing the number of valid surveys completed by the total fall school enrollment. The CCYS survey is conducted as a census: the target sample is all students enrolled in public schools. The completion rate is principally affected by the proportion of schools participating.[footnoteRef:1] Any individual participating school is likely to obtain a very high completion rate which supports its use of survey findings.  [1:  If private schools participate in the survey, their enrollment is added into the denominator and their completed surveys are counted in the numerator. Only the enrollments of participating private schools are counted. Thus, in a community served by private schools, participation by only some of the private schools can bias the completion rate upward because not all school enrollment will be counted in the denominator. Without private school participation, the population definition is all public school students.] 

	Table 1. Completion Rates (%), 2014 Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS)

	Grade
	Orleans
Parish
	State-wide

	6th
	7.1
	51.9

	8th
	12.6
	49.9

	10th
	22.3
	45.2

	12th
	21.0
	41.2

	All
	15.3
	47.4


2014 Completion Rates 

Only 15 percent of New Orleans students enrolled in 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th grades completed a CCYS survey in 2014 compared to a 47 percent completion rate statewide. Among 6th grade New Orleans students, the completion rate was especially low (7%). The completion rate for 8th grade New Orleans students was a disappointing 13 percent while survey completion among 10th and 12th graders was relatively better, 22 percent and 21 percent respectively.

Completion Rates Trends

· The 8th grade competition rate dropped from 19 percent in 2012 to 13 percent in 2014.

· However, the 10th grade completion rate increased from 13 percent in 2012 to 22 percent in 2014.

	Table 2. Completion Rates for Orleans Parish by Year of Administration,
Louisiana Caring Communities Youth Survey

	Enrollment
	6th Grade
	8th Grade
	10th Grade
	12th Grade
	All Grades

	2008
	2,286 
	3,189 
	2,884 
	2,458 
	10,817 

	2010
	2,918 
	2,662 
	2,925 
	2,285 
	10,790 

	2012
	3,789 
	3,807 
	3,156 
	2,761 
	13,513 

	2014
	3,450 
	3,410 
	3,230 
	2,480 
	12,570 

	Sample Size
	6th Grade
	8th Grade
	10th Grade
	12th Grade
	All Grades

	2008
	393 
	637 
	554 
	395 
	1,979 

	2010
	204 
	296 
	317 
	212 
	1,029 

	2012
	739 
	721 
	415 
	463 
	2,338 

	2014
	244 
	431 
	721 
	521 
	1,917 

	Completion Rate (%)
	6th Grade
	8th Grade
	10th Grade
	12th Grade
	All Grades

	2008
	17.2
	20.0
	19.2
	16.1
	18.3

	2010
	7.0
	11.1
	10.8
	9.3
	9.5

	2012
	19.5
	18.9
	13.1
	16.8
	17.3

	2014
	7.1
	12.6
	22.3
	21.0
	15.3



Conclusion

· Due to the low completion rates, statistics provided in the Orleans Parish report cannot be accepted at face value. 

· For purposes of the Drug Free Communities project, use of the CCYS depends on which schools participated in the survey and how many students from the targeted communities completed the survey.
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