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The Data Work Group is a local epidemiological workgroup focused on 

· alcohol and other drug use, risk and protective factors, and consequences as well as on 
· prevention, treatment and recovery services which address substance use problems.

The DWG is sponsored by the Greater New Orleans Drug Demand Reduction Coalition. The Coalition seeks to prevent substance abuse through prevention, treatment and law enforcement for a safe and healthy community from early childhood through to adulthood. The coalition supports evidence-based programs, policies and practices to reduce the demand for drugs through education, data collection, information sharing, advocacy, capacity building, and community collaboration.

Purpose of Data Work Group

Improve availability, access and quality of data at the local level in order to address substance use problems by
· informing state and local policy development, 
· supporting comprehensive local planning and 
· targeting resources and programming.

Priorities of Data Work Group

Promote data sharing and collaboration among agencies at the local, state and federal levels to strengthen the data infrastructure and provide access to information supporting the strategic and action plans.
Provide a forum and a process for identifying information needs and gaps, developing strategies for obtaining and analyzing the needed data, and implementing those strategies.
Support data initiatives of the Coalition by making data resources available and/or providing advice and review regarding data collection, analysis, report development, dissemination and utilization. Coalition data initiatives include: 
dramatically increasing school participation in the biennial Caring Communities Youth Survey (CCYS), especially in support of neighborhood prevention projects;
neighborhood environmental scans; 
the Community Substance Use Health Profile and Dashboard;
increasing prevention and treatment provider participation in the HIDTA Drug Threat Assessment survey.

Participation in Data Work Group

Members of the work group include persons and organizations which have a stake in the use of data for addressing substance use problems. These may include state and local government agencies, epidemiologists, health professionals, law enforcement agencies, service providers, community members, church leaders, educators, and academics.

Meetings

The Data Work Group typically meets bi-monthly for approximately 90 minutes. Materials for review are distributed ahead of the meeting. Participation by telephone conferencing is available.
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