Drug Demand Reduction Coalition
Judicial Workgroup (JWG)
January 10, 2014
3:00 PM
Bridge House
4150 Earhart Boulevard, New Orleans, LA 70125  

In Attendance: Andree Mattix, Orleans Parish District Attorney’s Office, Stephanie Haynes, Drug Demand Reduction Coalition, Seton Jenkins, Citizens for 1, Bob Gallati, Susan Lindsey, Orleans Parish Sheriff’s Office, Judge Tracey Flemings-Davillier, Orleans Parish Criminal Court, Melissa Carter, Orleans Parish Court Intervention Services, John Burkhart, Orleans Public Defenders, Virginia R. Williams, Louisiana Supreme Court Drug Court Office.  
Meeting Notes
1. Statistical Information from Municipal Court Review
We reviewed at length the questions and answers we received from Municipal Court on their drug related offense statistics along with comments provided by Bob Gallati.  The group agreed to seek clarification on a few of the answers provided by Municipal Court to our questions as follows:
Question1: When referencing affidavits received, are affidavits for arrests only, or for citations as well?  
Question 2: Addition information is needed – the number of offenders for each drug related charge.
Question 3: Can we get any information on the number of offenders who Fail to Appear for their court date?
Question 11: Verify that there is no diversion program being run in Municipal Court.  Also, the DA’s office does not have a diversion program for Municipal Court offenders, obtain clarification whether or not there is one at the City Attorney’s office.  
We also discussed inviting a representative from Municipal Court to join our workgroup and help to determine if treatment/intervention services are needed for offenders at the Municipal level.  


2. Drug Court – How it Works 
Melissa Carter, Treatment Director, Court Intervention Services Division, Orleans Parish Criminal Court briefed the group on the new track system being implemented in Orleans Parish Drug Court.  
The track system utilizes the Risk and Needs Triage (RANT) assessment tool along with a mental health screening, legal eligibility screening, and PTSD questionnaire.  Offenders are placed into one of four tracks depending on the outcome of their assessment.  A supporting document with the details of the program was also distributed to the group via email.  

3. Set Next Meeting Date – February 21, 2014 tentatively set.  

