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Summary of 2013
Core Institute College Student Survey Findings
for Greater New Orleans



· Survey Description 
· Current Use of Substances
· Negative Consequences of Substance Use
· Risk and Protective Factors (2011 Survey)


Survey Description

The Core Institute, based at the Southern Illinois University Carbondale Student Health Center, has developed a number of surveys that quantify and document the attitudes, perceptions, and opinions of college students, faculty and administrators regarding alcohol and drugs. The surveys also measure students’ alcohol and other drug use behaviors and consequences of use. The principal survey offered by the Core Institute is the Core Alcohol and Drug Survey which is available in the Short Form (2 pages) and Long Form (4 pages). These can be administered as paper and pencil questionnaires or as online Web-based surveys. The Core Institute provides a standard statistical report to participating institutions and publishes statistical reports based on its national sample. (http://core.siu.edu)

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals Office of Behavioral Health provides funding supporting the biennial administration of the Core Institute Survey. The Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use (LaCASU) of Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge coordinates survey administration conducted by institutions of higher education (IHEs) throughout the state. The most recent survey was completed in the March 2013. Greater New Orleans institutions of higher education (IHEs) participating in the 2013 survey included: Tulane University; Southern University of New Orleans; Loyola University of New Orleans; Dillard University; Delgado Community College; and University of New Orleans.

Results of the 2013 Core Institute Alcohol and Drug Use Survey are available on the LaCASU Web site (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/). Selected indicators have also been entered into the Louisiana Social Indicators data base (http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators/) which includes regional results from 2009, 2011 and 2013. For 2013, Louisiana statewide and regional reports are based on the Short Form (2-page) version of the Core Institute Survey. The Short Form does not include most of the risk and protective factor content and some of the consequences content available in the Long Form. Further description of the survey and methodology relevant to Greater New Orleans is available at: http://arc-associates.net/gno-profile. 


Current Use 

Over two-thirds of college students (70%) in Greater New Orleans used alcohol in the past 30 days, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Statewide, about two-thirds of college students (65%) used alcohol in the past 30days. Among underage college students (those less than age 21), two-thirds (65%) in Greater New Orleans used alcohol in the past 30 days, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey, while statewide slightly less than two-thirds of underage college students (60%) used alcohol in the past 30 days. (Most college students are under age 21 and the percent drinking in the past 30 days among them is only slightly less than for college students as a whole.)

Two-in-five college students (39%) in Greater New Orleans engaged in binge drinking in the past 2 weeks, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Statewide, more than one-third of college students (36%) engaged in binge drinking in the past 2 weeks.

	Table 1:  Percentage of College Students Using Alcohol or Other Drugs 
in the Past 30 Days in Greater New Orleans and Statewide, 
Core Institute Survey, 2009, 2011 and 2013.

	Current Use
(past 30 days)
	Greater New Orleans
	Statewide
	National

	
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2011

	sample size=
	na
	1,646
	na
	12,972
	9,763
	7,740
	50,505

	Tobacco
	27.8
	27.3
	24.5
	28.1
	25.1
	23.2
	23.1

	   Heavy Tobacco Use****
	18.6
	12.8
	13.8
	20.3
	16.8
	14.7
	12.1

	Alcohol
	75.2
	74.9
	69.5
	64.1
	71.7
	64.6
	69.0

	   Aver. Drinks per Week***
	5.5
	5.3
	3.8
	3.5
	3.3
	2.8
	4.7

	   Underage Drinking
	70.7
	74.5
	66.4
	61.1
	60.2
	59.6
	63.4

	   Binge Drinking (2 weeks)*
	47.0
	50.1
	39.4
	36.6
	36.0
	36.0
	44.8

	Marijuana
	22.5
	31.4
	29.8
	14.5
	16.3
	16.0
	18.7

	Other Illicit Drugs**
	na
	14.7
	na
	na
	8.0
	na
	6.4

	   Cocaine
	2.5
	5.5
	4.2
	1.4
	1.7
	1.2
	2.0

	   Amphetamines
	5.1
	7.2
	4.9
	5.1
	4.9
	5.0
	3.4

	   Sedatives
	3.8
	3.9
	2.6
	3.0
	2.4
	1.9
	1.9

	   Hallucinogens
	1.2
	3.5
	3.2
	0.8
	1.3
	1.2
	1.4

	   Opiates
	1.0
	1.3
	0.7
	1.0
	0.8
	0.7
	0.9

	   Designer drugs
	1.3
	5.0
	4.5
	1.3
	1.8
	1.5
	1.8

	   Steroids
	0.1
	0.6
	0.5
	0.6
	0.6
	0.5
	0.7

	   Inhalants
	0.7
	1.4
	0.8
	0.6
	0.7
	0.4
	0.7

	   Other drugs
	0.9
	1.4
	1.1
	0.8
	0.9
	0.6
	0.9

	*In past 2 weeks engaged in binge drinking, i.e., 5 or more drinks in one sitting.  **Illicit drugs other than marijuana.  ***This average includes non-drinking students in the denominator.  ****Heavy use means 3 or more times per week over the past year. “na” means the data is not yet available in published reports.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (12/31/2013) as well as regional reports (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ ) and national reports (http://core.siu.edu/results/index.html ).


About one-third of college students (30%) in Greater New Orleans used marijuana in the past 30 days, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Statewide, about one-in-six college students (16%) used marijuana in the past 30days. Thus the prevalence of current marijuana use among college students in Greater New Orleans is about twice as great as the statewide prevalence. Furthermore, current use of marijuana among college students in Greater New Orleans (30%) exceeds current use of tobacco (25%).

Among other illicit drugs, amphetamines are most often used by college students. In Greater New Orleans, as well as statewide, 5 percent of college students used amphetamines in the past 30 days, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Current use of other substances appears to be more prevalent in Greater New Orleans than statewide: cocaine, 4 percent versus 1 percent; designer drugs, 5 percent versus 2 percent. In Greater New Orleans, as well as statewide, only about 1 percent of college students used opiates in the past 30 days, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey.


Negative Consequences of Substance Use

Substance Use Disorders and Mental Health Consequences

While the Core Institute Survey is not designed to provide an estimate of the prevalence of substance use disorders (SUDs), a few items approximate diagnostic criteria. Among Greater New Orleans college students, 13 percent, in the past year, thought they might have a drinking or other drug problem, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. This suggests that one-in-eight college students could benefit from intervention services designed to help students understand their substance use and provide links to supports and treatment as appropriate. This 13 percent figure for Greater New Orleans is higher than the figures for the state as a whole (9%) and the national comparison sample (9%).  

Among Greater New Orleans college students, 7 percent had tried unsuccessfully to stop using alcohol or drugs in the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. This loss of control over substance use strongly suggests the need for treatment services. This 7 percent figure for Greater New Orleans appears to be slightly higher than the figures for the state as a whole (5%) and the national comparison sample (4%).   

	Table 2:  Percentage of College Students Experiencing Clinical Consequences Related to 
Substance Use  or Mental Health Disorders in Greater New Orleans and Statewide,
 Core Institute Survey, 2009, 2011 and 2013.

	Consequences Due to Your  Drinking or 
Drug Use During the Past Year
	Greater New Orleans
	Statewide
	National

	
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2011

	sample size=
	na
	1,646
	na
	12,972
	9,763
	7,740
	50,505

		Indicators of Substance Use Disorder
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Had a hangover
	67.7
	67.7
	58.6
	57.7
	55.7
	57.1
	59.4

	Got nauseated or vomited
	57.8
	57.2
	48.5
	48.9
	45.9
	47.2
	49.8

	Had a memory loss
	38.9
	44.0
	31.3
	28.3
	27.2
	27.1
	33.5

	Tried unsuccessfully to stop using
	5.7
	6.1
	7.2
	5.8
	5.1
	5.1
	4.4

	Thought I might have a drinking or other drug problem
	13.1
	15.2
	12.6
	10.3
	9.1
	8.8
	8.8

		Mental Health Consequences
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Did something I later regretted
	39.5
	40.6
	31.1
	30.8
	28.4
	29.2
	33.4

	Seriously thought about suicide
	4.1
	5.0
	4.9
	4.2
	4.0
	3.9
	3.9

	Seriously tried to commit suicide
	1.0
	1.3
	1.0
	1.4
	1.4
	1.2
	1.3

	“na” means data is not yet available in published reports.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (12/31/2013) as well as regional reports (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ ) and national reports (http://core.siu.edu/results/index.html ).



Among Greater New Orleans college students, 5 percent indicated they seriously thought about suicide due to their drinking or drug use during the past year while about 1 percent had seriously tried to commit suicide due to their drinking or drug use, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. The figures for Louisiana statewide and the 2011 national sample are similar to Greater New Orleans figures.

Educational Consequences

Two questions on the Core Institute Survey directly address the effect of substance use on education. One-third of Greater New Orleans college students (34%) missed one or more classes due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were more likely to miss class due to substance use than students statewide (28%) or in the 2011 national sample (27%).   
	Table 3:  Percentage of College Students Experiencing Educational Consequences Due to Their Drinking or Drug Use During the 
Past Year in Greater New Orleans and Statewide,
 Core Institute Survey, 2009, 2011 and 2013.

	Educational Consequences 
	Greater New Orleans
	Statewide
	National

	
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2011

	sample size=
	na
	1,646
	na
	12,972
	9,763
	7,740
	50,505

	Missed a Class
	34.5
	38.9
	34.1
	27.2
	27.0
	27.7
	26.6

	Did poorly on a test or important project
	22.3
	25.9
	25.2
	20.1
	19.9
	20.5
	19.8

	“na” means data is not yet available in published reports.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (12/31/2013) as well as regional reports (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ ) and national reports (http://core.siu.edu/results/index.html ).



One-quarter of Greater New Orleans college students (25%) did poorly on a test or important project due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were more likely to perform poorly due to substance use than students statewide (21%) or in the 2011 national sample (20%).   

Public Safety and Enforcement Consequences

One-in-seven Greater New Orleans college students (14%) was hurt or injured due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were more likely to be hurt or injured due to their substance use than students statewide (11%), but equally likely in comparison to students in the 2011 national sample (14%).  

Over one-quarter of Greater New Orleans college students (28%) got into an argument or fight due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were about equally likely to get into an argument or fight due to substance use as students statewide (25%) and in the 2011 national sample (28%).  

Almost one-in-ten Greater New Orleans college students (9%) got into trouble with the police, residence hall or college authorities due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were about equally likely to get into trouble with the police, residence hall or college authorities due to substance use as students statewide (7%) and in the 2011 national sample (11%).  

Over one-quarter of Greater New Orleans college students (28%) drove a car while under the influence of alcohol or drugs during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were equally likely to drive a car while under the influence as students statewide (26%), but more likely than students in the 2011 national sample (20%).

About 1 percent of Greater New Orleans college students were arrested for driving under the influence in the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans college students were equally likely to have been arrested for driving under the influence in the past year as students statewide (1%) and in the 2011 national sample (1%). 

	Table 4:  Percentage of College Students Experiencing Public Safety or Enforcement Consequences 
Due to Their Drinking or Drug Use During the Past Year in Greater New Orleans 
and Statewide, Core Institute Survey, 2009, 2011 and 2013.

	Public Safety and Enforcement Consequences 
	Greater New Orleans
	Statewide
	National

	
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2009
	2011
	2013
	2011

	sample size=
	na
	1,646
	na
	12,972
	9,763
	7,740
	50,505

	Been hurt or injured 
	15.6
	19.6
	14.4
	12.0
	11.5
	11.2
	14.1

	Damaged property, pulled fire alarm, etc.
	5.4
	5.6
	5.3
	4.4
	3.9
	3.8
	5.0

	Got into an argument or fight
	34.6
	33.0
	28.1
	29.3
	25.5
	24.9
	27.7

	Been in trouble with police, residence hall or college authorities
	8.8
	12.7
	8.6
	8.0
	8.0
	6.6
	11.4

	Driven a car while under the influence
	35.9
	25.5
	28.1
	33.2
	27.2
	25.9
	19.7

	Been arrested For DWI/DUI
	1.2
	1.1
	1.1
	1.7
	1.7
	1.2
	1.4

	Been taken advantage of sexually
	8.7
	10.3
	8.2
	8.0
	7.2
	6.3
	8.2

	“na” means data is not yet available in published reports.
Data Source: Louisiana Social Indicators - http://www.bach-harrison.com/lasocialindicators (12/31/2013) as well as regional reports (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ ) and national reports (http://core.siu.edu/results/index.html ).



About one-in-twelve Greater New Orleans college students (8%) have been taken advantage of sexually due to their drinking or drug use during the past year, based on the 2013 Core Institute Survey. Greater New Orleans students were about equally likely to have been taken advantage of sexually due to substance use as students statewide (6%) and in the 2011 national sample (8%).  

The use of alcohol and drugs makes Greater New Orleans college students more vulnerable to violence. Additional questions about victimization are included in the Long Form version of the Core Institute Survey. Responses to Long Form items were available at the state and regional levels for 2011, but are not available for the 2013.

In 2011, one-in-ten Greater New Orleans college students (11%) reported being subject to threats of physical violence around campus in the last year. Of these, half (50%) had consumed alcohol or drugs shortly before the incident. Greater New Orleans college students were more likely to experience threats of violence than students statewide (7%) and in the 2009 national sample (8%) and, when they did, they were more likely to have been using alcohol or drugs than students statewide (40%) and in the 2009 national sample (44%). 

In 2011, six percent of Greater New Orleans college students reported experiencing actual physical violence around campus in the past year. Of these, 60 percent had consumed alcohol or drugs shortly before the incident. Greater New Orleans college students were slightly more likely to experience actual physical violence than students statewide (4%) and in the 2009 national sample (4%) and, when they did, they were more likely to have been using alcohol or drugs than students statewide (47%) or in the national sample (55%).

In 2011, two percent of Greater New Orleans college students reported experiencing theft involving force or threat of force [robbery] around campus in the past year. Of these, 35 percent had consumed alcohol or drugs shortly before the incident. Statewide and national sample statistics are similar to those for Greater New Orleans.

	Table 5: Victimization – Percent of College Students Experiencing Harassment
or Violence and, Among These, the Percent Who Used  Alcohol or 
Drugs Shortly Before to the Incident, 2011 Core Institute Survey

	Type of 
Harassment
or Violence
around campus 
in past year
	Greater New Orleans
2011
	Louisiana Statewide
2011
	National Sample
2009#

	
	Experienced Harassment or Violence
	Used Alcohol or Drugs Prior to Incident
	Experienced Harassment or Violence
	Used Alcohol or Drugs Prior to Incident
	Experienced Harassment or Violence
	Used Alcohol or Drugs Prior to Incident

	Ethnic or racial harassment
	8.6
	9.0
	7.0
	10.7
	6.4
	14.2

	Threats of physical violence
	10.6
	49.7
	7.4
	39.5
	8.0
	43.7

	Actual physical violence
	5.9
	60.2
	4.2
	47.0
	4.0
	54.7

	Theft involving force or threat of force
	2.0
	34.8
	1.7
	41.4
	1.7
	33.5

	Forced sexual touching or fondling
	5.6
	68.6
	3.2
	58.7
	4.2
	66.2

	Unwanted sexual intercourse
	4.5
	71.9
	2.7
	67.1
	2.7
	75.6

	#These figures are from the 2009 national sample; figures for 2011 have not been published online. 
  Data Source:  Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use, 2012 (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/ 


In 2011, six percent of Greater New Orleans college students were subjected to forced sexual touching or fondling around campus in the past year. In 69 percent of these cases the victim had consumed alcohol or drugs shortly before the incident. Greater New Orleans students were slightly more likely to experience forced touching or fondling than students statewide (3%) and in the 2009 national sample (4%), but the involvement of alcohol and drugs was similar for those cases statewide (59%) and in the national sample (66%).

In 2011, five percent of Greater New Orleans college students were subjected to unwanted sexual intercourse around campus in the past year. In 72 percent of these cases the victim had consumed alcohol or drugs shortly before the incident. Greater New Orleans students were slightly more likely to experience unwanted intercourse than students statewide (3%) and in the 2009 national sample (3%), while the involvement of alcohol and drugs was similar for those students statewide (67%) and in the national sample (76%).


Risk and Protective Factors

Risk and protective factors are characteristics of the community and school environment, friends, family or the individual that put the person at risk, or reduce the risk, of developing substance use behaviors and subsequent consequences. The Long Form version of the Core Institute Survey includes substantial content addressing school policy, campus environment, beliefs about substance use, perception of risk and peer attitudes, while the Short Form version includes little data addressing  risk and protective factors. Responses to Long Form items were available at the state and regional levels for 2011, but are not available for the 2013.

Risk Factors

In 2011, over one-third of Greater New Orleans college students (37%) indicated that the social environment on their campus promoted drug use while 63 percent indicated that the social environment promoted alcohol use. These figures are substantially higher than those for the state as a whole (17% and 34%) and the 2009 national sample (20% and 48%). 

In 2011, over one-third of Greater New Orleans college students (38%) indicated they had experienced peer pressure to drink or use drugs. Greater New Orleans students were more likely to experience peer pressure to drink or use drugs than students statewide (26%), but were about equally likely in comparison to students in the 2009 national sample (36%).

	Table 6: Risk Factors – Percent of College Students Agreeing with Statements about 
Campus Environment, Alcohol Beliefs and School Policy, 2011 Core Institute Survey

	Percent in Agreement
	Greater New Orleans
2011
	Louisiana
2011
	National
2009#

	Campus Environment
	
	
	

	Social environment on campus promotes drug use
	36.7
	17.1
	19.5

	Social environment on campus promotes alcohol use
	62.7
	33.5
	47.7

	Drinking is a central part of social life for male students
	84.9
	73.7
	80.0

	Drinking is a central part of social life for female students
	80.6
	63.9
	71.9

	[You] experienced peer pressure to drink or use drugs
	37.7
	26.2
	35.9

	[You] held a drink to have people stop bothering you about why you weren’t drinking
	15.6
	10.0
	13.2

	Beliefs About Alcohol
	
	
	

	Enhances social activities
	79.6
	67.2
	74.0

	Facilitates connection with peers
	65.2
	50.3
	60.0

	Gives people something to do
	73.1
	61.8
	71.6

	Makes it easier to deal with stress
	45.5
	42.5
	42.6

	School Policy and Prevention
	
	
	

	Campus has alcohol and drug policies
	89.4
	81.5
	88.4

	Campus is concerned about prevention of drug and alcohol use
	62.9
	63.8
	74.9

	Campus has a drug and alcohol prevention program
	39.8
	29.4
	46.8

	#These figures are from the 2009 national sample; figures for 2011 have not been published online. 
Data Source:  Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use, 2012 (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/



In 2011, four-in-five Greater New Orleans college students (80%) believed that alcohol enhances social activities and 65 percent believed that alcohol facilitates connection with peers. These figures are substantially higher than for the state as a whole (67% and 50%) and slightly higher than for the 2009 national sample (74% and 60%). Three-quarters of Greater New Orleans college students (73%) indicated that alcohol gave people something to do and almost half (46%) believed that alcohol made it easier to deal with stress. These figures are substantially higher than for the state as a whole (62% and 43%) but similar to those for the 2009 national sample (72% and 43%).

In 2011, nine-of-ten Greater New Orleans college students (89%) indicated that their campus has alcohol and drug policies. This implies that 10 percent of students were unaware of school policies. Two-thirds of Greater New Orleans college students (63%) thought there was concern on campus about prevention of alcohol and drug use, but only 40 percent were aware of a prevention program on campus. This implies that 60 percent were unaware of an existing prevention program or that there was no prevention program.

Protective Factors

Substance use can be deterred or moderated by a student’s perception of risk associated with substance use or the belief that close friends would disapprove. In 2011, only one-quarter (27%) of Greater New Orleans college students perceived great risk from regular use of marijuana, and only 62 percent thought their close friends would disapprove if they were to use marijuana regularly.  Perception of risk and friends’ disapproval were substantially greater for the state as a whole (40%) and the 2009 national sample (42%).

	Table 7: Protective Factors –  Percent of College Students Perceiving Great Risk from, and 
Friends’ Disapproval of, Substance Use Behaviors, 2011 Core Institute Survey

	Substance Use Behavior
	People are in great risk of 
harm if they…
	My close friends would 
disapprove if I…

	
	Greater New Orleans
2011
	Louisiana
2011
	National
2009#
	Greater New Orleans
2011
	Louisiana
2011
	National
2009#

	Try marijuana once or twice
	7.6
	14.8
	11.3
	30.3
	52.8
	46.6

	Smoke marijuana occasionally
	10.2
	20.9
	17.7
	38.9
	62.6
	59.6

	Smoke marijuana regularly
	26.5
	39.6
	41.6
	62.3
	77.1
	79.2

	Try cocaine once or twice
	37.1
	49.0
	46.6
	75.1
	88.2
	88.8

	Take cocaine regularly
	74.6
	74.6
	79.2
	95.3
	95.7
	96.8

	Try LSD once or twice
	39.6
	52.9
	52.8
	71.9
	86.7
	87.8

	Take LSD regularly
	71.9
	72.7
	77.4
	94.5
	95.1
	96.4

	Try amphetamines once or twice
	39.3
	47.3
	48.6
	na
	na
	na

	Take amphetamines regularly
	69.2
	66.4
	73.4
	na
	na
	na

	Take 1 or 2 drinks every day
	20.2
	26.7
	22.0
	53.1
	60.8
	61.0

	Take 4 or 5 drinks every day
	60.7
	59.5
	61.6
	87.6
	87.5
	88.5

	Have five or more drinks at one sitting
	42.4
	55.0
	49.6
	49.8
	66.2
	57.7

	Take steroids for athletic performance
	53.2
	57.1
	56.2
	na
	na
	na

	#These figures are from the 2009 national sample; figures for 2011 have not been published online. 
Data Source:  Louisiana Center Addressing Substance Use, 2012 (http://uiswcmsweb.prod.lsu.edu/edco/lacasu/



Greater risk and disapproval was attributed to cocaine use. In 2011, three-quarters of Greater New Orleans college students (75%) perceived great risk from regular use of cocaine. But this means 25 percent did not believe that the risk was that great. Almost all Greater New Orleans college students (95%) thought their close friends would disapprove of regular use of cocaine. There was no substantial difference in perceptions of great risk and friends’ disapproval of regular cocaine use among student in Greater New Orleans, the state as a whole and the 2009 national sample. 

The perception of risk from regular amphetamine use was only slightly lower than for cocaine. In 2011, over two-thirds of Greater New Orleans college students (69%) perceived great risk from regular use of amphetamines. There was no substantial difference in perceptions of great of regular amphetamine use among college students in Greater New Orleans, the state as a whole and the 2009 national sample. 

In 2011, less than two-thirds of Greater New Orleans college students (61%) perceived great risk from taking 4 or 5 drinks every day, meaning that 39 percent did not believe that the risk was that great. However, 88 percent thought their close friends would disapprove if they were to drink this much. These rates are almost identical for the state as a whole and the national comparison sample. [Regarding binge drinking (5 or more drinks per siting), note that perception of risk and disapproval are lower than for “4 or 5 drinks”; this is likely because the survey question did not include the frequency of binge drinking.]
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